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the Cape, made a settlement there, which was known
as Cape Colony.   This was afterwards won by the
English;   but many Dutchmen still stayed there,
and though, since the Boer War, when the Boers,
or Dutch, in South Africa tried to win their independ-
ence, the whole of South Africa belongs to the
British Empire, still there are naturally many Dutch
names given by the early Dutch settlers.   Some of
these became very well known to English people in
the Boer War.   Bloemfontein is one of these names,
coming from the Dutch word for " spring " (fontein),
and that of Jan Bloem, one of the farmers who -
first settled there.   Another well-known  place in
the Transvaal, Pietermaritzburg, took its name from
the two leaders who led the Boers out of Cape
Colony when they felt that the English were be-
coming too strong there.   These leaders were Pieter
Retief and Georit Maritz.   This movement of the
Boers into the Transvaal was called the " Great
Trek," trek being a Dutch word for a journey or
migration of this sort.   Since the days of the Boer
War this word has been regularly used in English
with this same meaning.   Like the English settlers
in America,  the  Dutch settlers in South Africa
sometimes gave the names of places in Holland to
their new settlements.    Utrecht is an example of
this.

Up to the very end of the nineteenth century-
no European country besides England had any
great possessions in Africa. The Portuguese still
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